Evidence Base for Commonly—Used Assessments in Early Childhood Special Education

Assessment Authentic or Intended uses (According to the publisher’s representation) # of Studies validating # of Studies on Technical Fidelity, utility, or social | Evidence
Conventional for intended uses adequacy of the measure validity studies Rating

Adaptive Behavior Assessment Both *Determine how and individual is responding to daily demands 3 studies 4 studies 2 utility, 1 social validity | Moderate
System 2" edition (ABAS-II) *Develop treatment and training goals

*Determine eligibility for services

*Assess individuals with intellectual disabilities, learning difficulties,

ADD/ADHD, or other impairments
Assessment, Evaluation, and Authentic *Assessment 6 studies 9 studies 6 utility, 1 fidelity, High
Programming System 2" edition *Goal development
(AEPS) -Progress monitoring 1 social validity

*Corroborate eligibility decisions

-Create OSEP child outcome reports

*For children with and without disabilities
Brigance Inventory of Early Conventional -Diagnose delays, disabilities, giftedness, and other exceptionalities | 2 studies 3 studies 2 social validity Weak
Development IT *Determine present level of performance and guide instruction

*Write IEP’s and monitor progress

-Produce age equivalents, percentiles, and quotients

-Support alternative assessment needs
The Carolina Curriculum Authentic -Assessment and progress monitoring for children with mild to 0 studies 0 studies 1 utility Unacceptable
2" Edition severe disabilities
Creative Curriculum Authentic *Assessment 3 studies 2 studies 2 utility Moderate
Developmental Continuum *Progress monitoring

- OSEP Accountability 1 Social validity

- For children with and without disabilities
Developmental Observation Both *Assessment 2 studies 4 studies 1 utility Moderate
Checklist System (DOCS)
Hawaii Early Learning Profile Authentic *Assessment 1 study 1 study 0 studies Unacceptable
(HELP) -Progress monitoring

-Targeting objectives

-OSEP Accountability
HighScope Child Observation Authentic *Child assessment 3 studies 3 studies 1 utility Moderate
Record (COR) -Program assessment

-Progress monitoring

-Activity planning
Pediatric Evaluation of Disability Both *Assess functional capabilities and performance 11 studies 9 studies 4 utility Exemplary
Inventory (PEDI) *Progress monitoring
Transdisciplinary Play-Based Authentic *Assessment 1 study 5 studies 1 social validity Moderate
Assessment 2™ edition (TPBA-2) -Progress Monitoring
The Work Sampling System (WSS) Authentic *Assessment 2 studies 4 studies 1 social validity Moderate

*Progress monitoring
-OSEP Accountability

1 utility
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Unacceptable

Weak

Moderate

High

Exemplary

There are no studies.
OR

Studies do not examine reliability or validity
of measure

OR

The measure has not been validated for any
intended purposes

At least one study examines reliability
or technical validity of measure

OR
At least one study validates the

measure for one or more intended
purposes

At least three studies total
AND

At least one study examines reliability and
validity of measure

AND

At least one study validates the measure
for one or more intended uses as listed by
the publisher

At least six studies total
AND

At least two studies examine each of the
following: reliability, technical validity, social
validity, utility, fidelity

AND
At least one study validates the measure for

one or more intended uses as listed by the
publisher

At least six studies total
AND

At least two studies examine each of the
following: reliability, technical validity,
social validity, utility, fidelity

AND
At least one study validates the measure

for all of the intended uses listed by
publisher

Notes:

We gave credit for any studies without regard to study methods or sample sizes.
For the purposes of this synthesis we defined authentic and conventional as follows:

Authentic means the assessment takes place in the child’s natural environment, using in vivo observations, completed by familiar adults
Conventional means standardized, norm-referenced assessments that do not necessarily occur in the child’s natural environment and may or may not be conducted by a familiar adult.

*Indicates use that was validated through at least one research study
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